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Dead Sea Scrolls expert Lawrence H. Schiffman here shifts attention away from the sensationalism

surrounding who has control of the scrolls by focusing on how these texts shed light on the history

of Judaism and early Christianity.
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Lawrence H. Schiffman wrote an excellent book re The Dead Sea Scrolls. RECLAIMING THE

DEAD SEA SCROLLS is a clearly written account of the development and interpretation of these

Scrolls which were first discovered in 1947. Schiffman argues that not only Christians but also

religious Jews can benefit from this book to gain a better understanding of the roots of their

religion.Schiffman presents the controversies surrounding the editing and publication of the Dead

Sea Scrolls. These controversies were based in part on pettiness, professional jealously, etc. Yet,

Schiffman also informs readers that some of these controversies were based on honest differences

of opinion. An interesting feature of this book is the photo plates of some of "the players" involved in

this controversy. One of the scholars involved in interpreting and publishing the scrolls was Ben

Zion Wacholder whose was one of the professors this reviewer's son while in graduate school at

Hebrew Union College in Cincinatti, Ohio. Schiffman gives a detailed yet clear picture of the

scholars involved and explains why there was controversy and what the differences were.Schiffman

also explained the cultural mileau in Palestine and Judea during the time that the Scrolls were

written (c.400 BC-200 AD). Devout Jews were caught in cultural conflict between Hellenistic Greek



influences and later Roman influences especially after 63 BC. Schiffman explains that these

differences were serious and led what may be called the Maccabean Wars (c.175 BC-163 BC).

Schhiffman showed that not only were there conflicts between religious Jews and their Greek and

later Roman rulers, but these influences caused internal conflict among religious Jews themselves.

While almost certainly the fault of the marketing arm of the publisher rather than of the author, it is a

bit disappointing that the dust jacket promises a Forward by Chaim Potok (in brighter lettering than

the author's name) that turns out to be a mere one and a quarter pages, and merely baldly restates

the thesis of the book that the Dead Sea Scrolls were not the library of a community foreshadowing

Christianity, but the library of a community firmly within the Jewish tradition.As for the substance of

the book itself, there is some disappointment there, also. It appears to be a very good draft of a

not-quite-edited book. There are often shifts between the documents found at Qumran (the Dead

Sea Scrolls) and those found elsewhere at other times. Although the documents are named when

being discussed, the general reader is often left to ponder the sources, the origins, and the relative

dates of the documents.At the beginning, there are several tables that illustrate in detail points that

could have been made in summary. For example, there is a table setting forth the age of various

Dead Sea Scrolls as calibrated by Carbon-14 dating. The table even includes the number of

samples of particular scrolls tested, although the meaning of those numbers is not apparent to a

non-expert reader, and not explained by the author--yet there is an entire column of data. (p. 32).

On the next page is a graphic showing that the Carbon-14 dating of the scrolls was not that far off

from the dating performed by paleographic scholars or explicit dates set forth in the scroll itself.

Whether the table distorts the statistics would not be apparent to any non-expert, so the point would

just have been better made by authorial assertion.

Reclaiming the Dead Sea Scrolls: The History of Judaism, the Background of Christianity, the Lost

Library of Qumran Eschatology, Messianism, and the Dead Sea Scrolls (Studies in the Dead Sea

Scrolls and Related Literature, V. 1) (Studies in the Dead Sea Scrolls & Related Literature)

Apocalypticism in the Dead Sea Scrolls (The Literature of the Dead Sea Scrolls) John Marco

Allegro: The Maverick of the Dead Sea Scrolls (Studies in the Dead Sea Scrolls & Related

Literature) The Meaning of the Dead Sea Scrolls: Their Significance For Understanding the Bible,

Judaism, Jesus, and Christianity The Dead Sea Scrolls Translated: The Qumran Texts in English

The Bible at Qumran: Text, Shape, and Interpretation (Studies in the Dead Sea Scrolls and Related

Literature) Jung and the Lost Gospels: Insights into the Dead Sea Scrolls and the Nag Hammadi

http://ebooksperfect.com/en-us/read-book/x13RE/reclaiming-the-dead-sea-scrolls-the-history-of-judaism-the-background-of-christianity-the-lost-library-of-qumran.pdf?r=Hlnr7mhjOBvhJMfiQVOlLRd62n2KJ39Fr1uAgKr3inMD3sjUoYCANsjgpzo4S%2FYS


Library James, the Brother of Jesus: The Key to Unlocking the Secrets of Early Christianity and the

Dead Sea Scrolls The Dead Sea Scrolls and the Roots of Christianity and Islam: Re-Erecting the

Fallen Tent of David in the Land North of Damascus James, Brother of Jesus: The Key to Unlocking

the Secrets of Early Christianity and the Dead Sea Scrolls Beyond the Essene Hypothesis: The

Parting of the Ways between Qumran and Enochic Judaism Speaking the Lost Languages of God:

Awakening the Forgotten Wisdom of Prayer, Prophecy, and the Dead Sea Scrolls Authentic

Apocrypha (Dead Sea Scrolls & Christian Origins Library) Butterfly Coloring Book For Adults: Black

Background (Coloring Book For Adults With Black Background) (Volume 3) The Dead Sea Scrolls:

A Biography: Lives of the Great Religious Books The Complete Dead Sea Scrolls in English:

Seventh Edition (Penguin Classics) The New Testament Code: Gospels, Apostles and the Dead

Sea Scrolls The Mystery and Meaning of the Dead Sea Scrolls Essene Book of Everyday Virtues:

Spiritual Wisdom From the Dead Sea Scrolls 

http://ebooksperfect.com/en-us/dmca

